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The Impact of COVID-19 Pandemic on China’ s

Employment and the Countermeasures to It
Gao Wenshu

Abstract: This paper proposes an output loss conversion method to estimate the impact of
COVID-19 pandemic on China’ s employment. The results indicate that the COVID-19 pan-
demic will result in the loss of approximately 84 million jobs in the first quarter of 2020 and
approximately 23 million jobs in the whole year of 2020. China’ s total employment in 2020
is expected to decline, with 7. 5 million fewer jobs than the previous year, which is equiva-
lent to a 1% rise in its unemployment rate. From the perspective of sub-industries, the em-
ployment of lodging and catering industry, tourism industry, cultural and recreation indus-
try, and transportation industry suffer a major impact, each industry with the loss of more
than a million, or millions of jobs. In terms of groups., the employment of migrant workers,
flexible workers, and college graduates are more affected. This paper puts forward some
countermeasures and suggestions from the aspects of promoting new working modes, culti-
vating new employment growth points, promoting the employment of key groups and stabi-
lizing labor relations.
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