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Aging of Rural Labor Force in the Context of Rural
Revitalization ; Development Trends,
Mechanism Analysis, and Response Paths

LU Jiehua GUO Rongrong

Abstract As the most dynamic factor of production factors in rural areas and the largest demander of the
Rural Revitalization Strategy, the changing trend of the age structure of the rural labor force is related to
the level of agricultural labor productivity and the effectiveness of rural governance. It is found that the
absolute level and relative growth rate of the aging of the rural labor force are higher than those in urban
areas. In the next thirty years, the supply of rural labor force will continue to show the development track
of the age structure fault, and the aging level of the labor force will always exceed the critical value of
40% . At the same time, there is a process of unbalanced distribution in spatial characteristics, with re-
gional and provincial differences. The rapid increase in the aging level of the rural labor force is due to
the relative increase of the elder rural labor force brought by the age-selective rural-urban transfer of labor
force and the sharp rise of the dependency ratio of the rural elderly population under the background of the
intensified urban-rural inversion of aging, which will gradually change the original distribution pattern of
agricultural production factors and rural social governance structure. It will inevitably have a profound im-
pact on agricultural economic activities and the rural social system. Based on this, it is proposed to effec-
tively address the aging of the rural labor force in the context of comprehensively promoting the Rural Re-
vitalization Strategy, in order to improve the quality of rural human capital and unleash the initiative of ru-
ral social entities.

Keywords Aging of the labor force; Rural revitalization strategy; Rural human capital



